
Shooting Academy ς Shotgun Fun 
 

Ranch owners contact me when they want something different to entertain their family and friends while 
relaxing on their ranch or farm.  This document covers the ever increasing demand of a ranch owner to 

install a fun shotgun discipline for friends and family to enjoy without always having serious competition. 
 

Many owners have contacted me and suggested they want Skeet Shooting installed, possibly because it has 
been suggested to them or they have a vague knowledge of shotgun shooting, and Skeet comes to mind. 

 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ - The game of Sporting Clays. 

This is seriously taking over as one of the άƳƻǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎέ fun things to do out in the country. 
 

! ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƭŀȅǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άCompact SportingέΦ 
 

In this document I describe the choices of Compact Sporting Clays compared to Skeet Shooting. 
 

It is then up to the owner, client to decide. 
 

The document is written in two parts: 
 

Part 1: Analyses the game of Skeet and Sporting Clays / Compact Sporting and discusses the differences.   
It is loaded with photographs and finishes with a cost analysis. 

 
Part 2: Goes into more detail explaining options for deck design with cabins, and covers other subjects; i.e. 
ǘƘŜ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀ άƴƛŎŜέ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ, pollution mitigation and EPA issues.  
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I have a ranch and I want some form of Shotgun Shooting to entertain my family and friends.   
 

άLΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ƪŜŜǘ {Ƙƻƻǘing, and friends and associates have suggested I put in a Skeet range.έ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƴƻǊƳ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ƭƛƪŜ άL ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ !¢±Σ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ ŀ Ski boat ƻǊ ŀ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘΦέ 

{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άŘƻέ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘΦ 
 

άThere are many options for entertainment and I need something, outdoors that will give my guests an experience tƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘΚέ 
This is a personal choice, and the entertainment has to be adjusted to suit the owner and the friends or clients he needs to impress. 

 

If we go back a few years, a private Skeet Range or Trap range would be impressive, and guests would feel honored if ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΧΦ 
Sporting Clays has taken over and offers a diverse collection of targets to shoot.  Several of my clients have Sporting Clay courses that incorporate 

5, 12, 24 even 36 Sporting Stations, throwing targets that offer a wide variety of trajectories taking upwards of two hours or more to complete the course. 
{ƻΣ άWhat is Sporting Clays?έ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀǎƛŎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

A shooter stands at a designated spot and clay targets are thrown into the air in various directions; going away, crossing, going straight up, coming inwards, 
passing over your head etc.  Usually, two targets are shot at each άstationέ on the Sporting Course.  These are meant to represent different live game flights. 

A couple of basic Sporting Clay Stations are shown below; On the left we have two crossing targets, on the right a high crossƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǘŜŀƭέΦ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a commercial shooting ground trying to get hundreds of shooters out on the course, they will need as many shooting stations as they can accommodate, but 
for a private, more intimate game, why do we need 24 stations, that can take over two hours to complete, when we can have a similar fun experience where we 
adjust the time we spend, taking from only 30 minutes to several hours; PLUS, in the comfort of an enclosed shooting deck or patio protected from the weather. 

Here we offer seating, restrooms and a pantry for refreshment.    ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘΣ we have ŀ άǇƻǘ-ōŜƭƭȅέ ǎǘƻǾŜ, or a fireplace to supply heat, and when ƛǘΩǎ 
scorching hot and uncomfortable to walk, we can enjoy overhead fans, cool water or refreshment, with a table and chairs to relax between shooting. 

 

LΩƳ describing COMPACT SPORTING CLAYS, a game I developed ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎΦ  LǘΩǎ come a long way since then and I have many private 
clients enjoying this unique form of Shotgun Shooting in comfort, with great camaraderie.  There is ŀ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘέ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘis game for competitions, but we 

ŘƻƴΩt want to go there ς we just want a fun, relaxing shotgun shooting discipline where we have companionship as opposed to competition. 
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So, what is COMPACT SPORTING CLAYSΚ  CƛǊǎǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ά{ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƭŀȅǎέ ƛǎΚ   We touched on this earlier, ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘΧΦ  Everyone is familiar 
with Skeet Shooting; having a clay target thrown into the air, which the shooter aims at, and tries to break it into thousands of shards.  Only thing is, the game of 

SKEET is repetitive with the same targets being thrown over and over again ς like shooting fish in a barrel.  Sporting Clays is designed around an unlimited 
variation of different target trajectories.  Each Shooting Station gives a presentation of two different flight paths; i.e. one coming in, one going away / one 

overhead, one crossing left to right ς the combinations and variations are limitless.  A Sporting Clay Course will encompass around 24 ς ос ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ άǇŀƛǊǎέ ƻŦ 
target trajectories (stations)Φ  ! άŎƻǳǊǎŜέ Ƴŀȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ around, shooting over 100 different targets.  The success of a Sporting Clay Course 

and the target presentations will depend on the imagination and skill of the ά/ƻǳǊǎŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊέΦ  It is very important to get a reputable Course Designer to lay out 
the course, the skill-set is on a par to a Golf Course design.  There are successful courses and non-successful (blah) courses.  

A successful and beautiful course will depend on the talent and imagination of the course designer. 
 

NOTE:  Although this document concentrates on COMPACT SPORTINGΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƭŀȅǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘΤ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ 
hand-in-hand, with a ranch having a COMPACT SPORTING in partnership with a 5, 7, 10 station Sporting Clay course.  There may not be the need for many Sporting Clay stations, 
but the lay of the land, may lend itself to some excellent target presentations, for example ς from a high escarpment, a deep valley, a pond or a flat meadow to simulate grouse.  

This is why a ranch owner employs a professional course designer to get them the best in shotgun entertainment. 
 
 

With Compact Sporting we take several ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ άǎǉǳŀǎƘέ them into a compacted area.               See below. 
 
Here we have 9 Sporting Clay stations with two 
target throwing machines on each.  We walk 
from station to station shooting the various 
combinations. 
Look at the far left (1) ς we can shoot the left 
άƎƻƛƴƎ-ŀǿŀȅέ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ άŎƻƳƛƴƎ-ƛƴέ 
target; then shoot them quickly as both targets 
are released at the same time.  After several 
shots here, we move to the next station (2); 
ōƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ άƛƴ-ŎƻƳƛƴƎέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ coming 
άǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ-ƛƴέ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘ ς if we miss, it goes 
over our heads. 
 

         bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ άǎǉǳŀǎƘέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀtions closer together.    First this         ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎΧΦ                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        1               2                   3                  4                5                     6                   7                    8                  9 



¦ƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΧΧΦ   Take out all the station shooting cages and build a shooting deck that can hold 5 ς 6 shooters at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άbŜǿ DŀƳŜέ ς the selection of targets are now all around ƳŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ Ǉƭǳǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

combinations with friends whilst shooting ς ! ƴŜǿ ƎŀƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ŀȊȅ aŀƴΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƭŀȅǎΦέ   hǊΧΧΦΦ  COMPACT SPORTING! 
 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ άŘŜŎƪέ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻƻǘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ of combinations of targets, taking turns or shooting in pairs.  There are no rules (apart from the International Version of 
the game ς COMPAK Sporting).    Make up your own rules or just take turns having FUN! 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƪ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ нпΩ ǘƻ олΩ ǿƛŘŜ млΩ ǘƻ мнΩ deep, accommodating several shooters in various shooting positions; there could be five in a row, taking turns. 
 

{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Compact Sporting set-up.   /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘ-ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘέ {ƪŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ 
 

One aspect to remember is the άŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƳŜǎǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΦ 
 

CƛǊǎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ά{ƪŜŜǘέ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άƎŀƳŜέΦ 
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SKEET: 
First look at a typical Skeet Range.  We have a semi-circular, cement collection of pathways with two trap-houses built facing each other. 

HerŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƭŀȅƻǳǘǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŀǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀ ǘǿƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ άǇƛƴƪέ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŘŜōǊƛs (where the broken targets fall). 
Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ άǘǊŀǎƘȅέ ōǳƛƭŘ-up of target debris.  (Every target falls in exactly the same area.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With Skeet there are hard and fast rules to ensure the range conforms to the International Standard as laid down by the ISSF and the NSSA. 
Measurements are ŜȄŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƘŀƭŦ-ƛƴŎƘέΣ target flight paths (trajectories) are exact as to speed, height and must hit the ground in the exact same place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



COMPACT SPORTING:                     WƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Compact Sporting ς it uses the same amount of land? 
First, we shoot from the comfort of a covered shooting deck; come rain, snow, bright sunshine we can shoot in relative comfort. 

Then, there are NOT Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ƪŜŜǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²hw[5 ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ оέ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ. 
On Compact Sporting, there are as many targets as you want to install (6, 7, 10 even 15) ς none of them the same, and they can be changed every week to give a 
άŦǊŜǎƘέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ {ƪŜŜǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻƻting the same target, that I should be shooting 25 

out of 25 in my sleep, with Compact Sporting, ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ му ƻǊ нл ƻǳǘ ƻŦ нрΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƴƻ ǘǿƻ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ  
Compact Sporting creates a challenge as the target trajectories have no rules, I can set them as easy or as hard as I want.   

Get the Thrill and Skill of life-like bird hunting without the Kill. 
 

What is the area of land required for COMPACT SPORTING?  Exactly the same as that used for SKEET. 
 

First we can choose any piece of land, the hillier and rougher the better and we can face any direction.  Oh, I forgot to mention with Skeet, the land must be 
perfectly flat, clear of trees for 100 yards in all directions (to give a clear view), and it MUST face North, North 9ŀǎǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊΩǎ ōŀŎƪΦ 

όbh¢9Υ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ ά²Ƙȅ /ƘƻƻǎŜ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƭŀȅǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ {ƪŜŜǘέΥ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ōŜƭƻǿΦύ 
http://www.shooting-academy.com/media/Why%20choose%20Sporting%20Clays%20over%20Skeet.pdf 

 

¢ƻ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ōƛǊŘ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōle to have an area of land that looks like 
or can represent the habitat of the different birds ǿŜΩƭƭ be shooting.  We need coves, berms, trees, bushes, valleys, ponds etc. 

 

Iƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΚ LŘŜŀƭΧΧ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ /hΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This will be the middle of my shooting deck. 
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Next, a panoramic view of the shooting area. 
 
 
 
 
  

Shooting Deck 




